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Haffner: Achieving Christian Wholeness (The Young and the Restless)
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reminds us that “we are fitted for heaven; for we have
heaven in our hearts” {The
Desire of Ages, p. 641). We
can know the joy of the
kingdom today. Here. Now.
We can experience internal
transformation as well. John Ortberg puts it this way: “This is promised in the gospel—the good news
proclaimed by Jesus: ‘The kingdom
of God has come near; repent, and
believe in the good news.’ The good
news as Jesus preached it is that now
it is possible for ordinary people to
live in the presence and under the
power of God. [The good news as
Jesus preached it] is about the glorious redemption of human life—
your life.”**
In other words, you can change!
Tired of the angry spirit that leaks

hroughout
history,
people have embraced
fairy tales. It seems
that everyone wants to
believe that there is
something beyond the
world as we know it.
A common theme in fairy tales
suggests that an enchanted world is
just a blink away. You step into a
closet, and you’re in Narnia. You
walk through the woods, and you
stumble onto a cottage with seven
dwarfs.
But fairy tales are not only about
the transformation of the world.
There is also an internal transformation of the characters in the story.
Frogs change into princes, ugly
ducklings become swans, wooden
puppets become real boys.
Frederick Buechner suggests that
there are similarities between the
gospel and fairy tales, with one significant difference: The gospel is true.
According to the gospel, a different reality is but a blink away. You
and I can live in the reality of Jesus’
prayer, “‘on earth as it is in heaven’”
(Matt. 6:10, NIV). Ellen White

* Karl Haffner serves as Senior Pastor
of the Walla Walla College church in
College Placey Washington.
** John Ortberg, T h e L ife Y o u ’v e A lw a y s
W a n t e d (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan,
1997), pp. 28, 29.
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out of your lips? Or the Websites
that poison your soul? You can find a
new life in Jesus! By living continually in his presence and power, you
can emerge from these ingrained
patterns of sin and become a new
creation in Christ.
Perhaps a fairy tale can help us
get our minds around this radical
good news. If you’ve seen the movie
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs,
you know the story line. The dwarfs
open their home and risk their lives
for a foolish little girl named Snow
White. She then eats the forbidden
fruit and falls asleep.
Enter the prince. He awakens
T R O U B L E

Snow White with a kiss. Next she
traipses off with him, abandoning
the poor little guys who were so
accommodating. (I feel for the
dwarfs!) But that is, after all, Snow
White’s destiny.
And it’s our destiny as well. We,
too, have tasted the forbidden fruit.
We have been cursed. But the Prince
comes and offers freedom from
death. And every so often someone,
somewhere, wakes up. And when
this happens, a new life is the result.
This new life is possible for you.
So... ‘“Wake up, O sleeper, rise from
the dead, and Christ will shine on
you’” (Eph. 5:14, NIV).

I N

P A R A D I S E

According to a Sydney newspaper,
six men have been convicted on charges ranging from rape to indecent
assault. Says Associated Press writer Mike Corder, the charges ranged from
“rape to indecent assault following trials that exposed a culture of sexual
abuse on their small Pacific island, home to descendants from the British
ship H M S B o u n ty .”
Among those convicted, says Corder, was the “mayor of Pitcairn Island,
Steve Christian, who claims to be a direct descendant of mutiny leader
Fletcher Christian. He was found guilty of five rapes but was cleared of
four charges of indecent assault and one other rape.”
Judges sent from New Zealand heard the sex-abuse charges, which
involved some 50 men. Prosecutors heard testimony of a male-dominated
society in which underage sex was commonplace. Women who testified on
behalf of the men, said that the practice was voluntary and necessary to
the island’s survival. —R.R.H.
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